
What is the Role of Men and Women, and Teaching in the Churches?  
http://musicatheologica.com/2016/02/06/what-is-the-role-of-men-and-women-and-teaching-in-the-churches/#more-1134  What is the role of men and women, and teaching in the Churches? The heart of this question stems from two controversial verses found in the New Testament of the Bible. These two verse are 1 Timothy 2:12 and 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.  

“But I do not allow a female to teach nor to control a man, but to be in quietness1.” 1 Timothy 2:12 Musica Theologica Bible Translation  “As in all the gatherings of the holy ones, the females in the meetings- let them be silent. For they are not allowed to speak, but let them subject2 themselves; just as the law3 says.” 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 Musica Theologica Bible Translation  
Q: What is a Church? 

A: A gathering of people with a common purpose. Or a gathering of Christians who regularly gather together with the express intent to exalt Jesus Christ.   
Q: Biblically speaking, what is  meant by Teaching? 

A: A Command of Christ and Responsibility of every believer. Matthew 28:20 – All Disciples are to teach Titus 2 – All older believers have a responsibility to teacher the younger believers. 
A: A Gift from the Holy Spirit. (Romans 12:7) 
A: An Authoritative Leadership Role. (Ephesians 4:11)  So when we consider what teaching is we must account for the command for all believers to teach. At the same time we must also be able to identify when someone is not only a teacher but is also an authoritative leader with the leadership role of teacher. 

Q: What is the difference between Teaching and Preaching 
A: Preaching is always Gospel specific teaching within the broad category of teaching.4  Preaching is the specific and clear explanation of the Gospel message with an implied or stated call to respond to the Gospel message.5  
A: All are called to preach and teach. (Romans 10:14-17 - 2 Timothy 4:2) 
A: Some are gifted to preach and/or gifted to teach. (1 Timothy 2:7 - 2 Timothy 1:11) It is necessary to articulate a clear, but connected, distinction between preaching and teaching. This is because in the current American context many have poorly articulated the connectedness. Which then results in a misunderstanding of what it means to be a ‘preacher’ or 

                                                           
1 2 Thessalonians 3:12 
2 1 Corinthians 14:32; 15:27; Ephesians 5:22; 1 Timothy 2:11; 3:4; Titus 2:5 
3 Genesis 3:16 
4 Teaching Definition: how we effectively communicate information 
5 Romans 10:14-17 



‘teacher’. Which then results in is a misunderstanding in roles within the Church. Specifically when it comes to the roles of men and women within the Church.  
Q: What is the leadership roles of Men and Women in the Church? 

There is an explicit and intrinsic distinction made between men and women. Inside and even outside the Church. 
A: Men reflect Christ. (1 Timothy 2:13-14 - Genesis 3:16 - Ephesians 5:22-33) 
A: Women reflect the Church. (Genesis 2:18, 20 - Genesis 3:20 - Ephesian 5:22-33) 
The role of the woman is to reflect the Bride of Jesus Christ. To throw off the protection and love of her husband would be literally just as foolish as the church throwing off the love and protection of Jesus Christ. Which is what brings us to the first question asked. 

Q: What is the Role of Men and Women, and Teaching in the Church? 
A: Although both Men and Women are called to preach and teach it is men who are specifically called to the task of leading the Church and the Family in the leadership role of Teacher.  1 Timothy 2:12 - Men should not sit under the authoritative teaching of another woman. 1 Timothy 2:12 - a kingdom of God distinctive. ‘control’ “who with his own hand kills either others or himself.”6  ‘quietness’ the same kind of quietness that is called for in 2 Thessalonians 3:12.  Genesis 3:16. Gospel anchored.  1 Corinthians 11:2-14:40 - Seems to offer multiple opportunities for a woman to verbally participate in the encouraging of the brothers and sisters of Christ.  

Q: Why does this matter? 
A: The content and thrust of 1 Timohty 2:12 and 1 Corinthians 14:33-34 is about subjecting oneself to the authority of another.  
Man was not created for woman– instead woman was created for man.7 This is an exact picture of the Gospel reality that Jesus was not created for the Church– instead the Church was created for Christ. Just like the picture that man is the glory of His Head (God) and woman is the Glory of her head (Man).8 That is why men are held accountable for how they or do not lead.  
Finally, if the Church is to display the Gospel then it is nothing less than disorienting to see a woman leading a man. Just like it would be disorienting for the Church to try to lead Jesus. The old saying that “the man may be the head but the wife is the neck and can turn that head where ever she wishes” is in direct contradiction with the Gospel reality that woman is to submit to the leadership of man. She is not to try to passively lead. For man and woman to properly display the glory for which they were designed they must both act in accordance to the purpose for which they were made.  I truly believe that the position presented here9 is an accurate explanation of the biblical doctrine(s) relating to women teaching and exercising control over a man. It is not my goal to be contentious.10 But instead it is my goal to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.11 

                                                           
6 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 
7 1 Corinthians 11:8-9 
8 1 Corinthians 11:7 
9 Also see: http://musicatheologica.com/2016/02/06/what-is-the-role-of-men-and-women-and-teaching-in-the-churches/ 
10 1 Corinthians 11:16 
11 Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 3:12-16 


